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This publication contains details of some of the Jazz great's, celebrities and film stars;
Timothy Palmer met on his Ballroom dancing tour of the U.S.A. in 1936.
Many gave him their autographs and are contained in his book above. Their words are copied in this
publication.
'Timmy' Palmer was a undefeated 'World', British & 'STAR' Professional Ballroom Champion.
He was born on the 8th February 1907 in London.
At the age of 25 in 1932 Timmy won with partner Kathleen Price his first British Professional
Ballroom Dance championship held at the Twelfth Annual Blackpool Dance Festival.
'The Modern Ballroom & Dancing' magazine stated - " The skill of Timmy's dancing will live long in
the history of Modern Ballroom dancing. Timmy has a delightful swing, technically of course, he is
perfect and he will always be remembered for his exquisite footwork."
In 1933, again in Blackpool he again won the title with partner Edna Deane. The pair later the same
year won the 'World' Ballroom Championship held at the Amateur Dancing Club.
In December 1935 he sailed to New York USA on the Liner SS Washington for the Dancing Tour and
to perform at the famous 'Rainbow Room'.
On the return home on the same Liner in February 1936 he was able add the autographs of Boris
Karloff and Leslie 'Hutch' Hutchinson.
In 1939 Timmy was again British Professional Ballroom Dance Champion, this time with partner Ella
Spowart. He remains the only person to win the championship three times with different partners.
He won the 'STAR', the most important Professional Championship in the South of England at the
Empress Hall, Earls Court, London in 1938 & 1939.
His early death at the age of 42 robbed the dancing world of a great exponent of the Ballroom art. He
died on the 13th November 1949 aged 42 in London.
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(Actual words In the Autograph Book are in Red and are in the order of signing)
To Timothy - Hot Cha Loads of Luck Schozzle Durante

Jimmy Durante
Birth: Feb. 10, 1893
Death: Jan. 29, 1980
Legendary actor, comedian and vaudeville star for over 50 years. He is fondly remembered for his
trademark large nose (which he referred to as the Great Schnozzola), gravel voice, and slaughter of
words. His signature sign off, "Goodnight, Mrs. Calabash, wherever you are" is a tribute to his first
wife, Jeanne Olsen, who had died in 1943. Born James Francis Durante in New York City, he dropped
out of school in the eighth grade when his schoolmates made fun of his big nose, large ears, and
stuttering; he would later reveal that he made up his mind never to make fun of anyone else, but to
laugh at his own looks. Durante initially worked the city bars, clubs, and vaudeville shows as a ragtime
pianist. Eventually, he hooked up with the Original New Orleans Jazz Band (where it was said that he
was the only band member not born in New Orleans) where he polished his routine and timing, using
songs to introduce his jokes. By 1920, he had become so popular that the band renamed itself as Jimmy
Durante's Jazz Band, and made him bandleader. With the advent of radio in the 1920s, Jimmy became
part of a music and comedy trio called Clayton, Jackson and Durante. His whimsical song, Inka Dinka
Doo, was introduced on radio in 1934; it would become his signature song for the remainder of his life.
He began to appear in motion pictures, often in cameo roles playing himself, including such films as
"The Passionate Plumber" (1932), "Palooka" (1934), "You're in the Army Now" (1941), and later, on a
number of television shows during the 1950s and 1960s. Jimmy married his first wife, Jeanne Olsen, on
June 19, 1921; when she died on Valentine's Day 1943, he was extremely distraught, and added the
famous signature signoff line to his act; the name Calabash is a typical Durante mispronunciation of
Calabasas, a town in California where they last lived. Durante was well known for his love of children
and he often volunteered his services to help raise money for handicapped and abused children. His
free work with the Fraternal Order of Eagles was so well known that they named the children's fund
after him. In his later years, he would continue to work in television, narrating the children's Christmas
special, "Frosty the Snowman" (1969), adding his voice talents to the such cartoons as the bulldog
Spike who's puppy son is always getting into trouble (adding yet another Durante quote to posterity
"Dat's my boy"), and doing occasional guest appearances. He was often caricatured in film and
television by other comedians, since his trademarks were so easy to mimic. Durante died of pneumonia
in Santa Monica, California at the age of 86.
______________
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Best Wishes - from Paul Whiteman

Paul Whiteman
Birth: Mar. 28, 1890
Death: Dec. 29, 1967
Whiteman was born in Denver, Colorado. After a start as a classical violinist and violist, he led a jazzinfluenced dance band, which became popular locally in San Francisco, California in 1918.
In 1920 he moved with his band to New York City where they started making recordings for Victor
Records which made the Paul Whiteman Orchestra famous nationally. (In his first five recordings
sessions for Victor, Aug 9-Oct 28, 1920, Whiteman used the name "Paul Whiteman and His
Ambassador Orchestra," presumably because he had been playing at the Ambassador Hotel in Atlantic
City; from Nov. 3, 1920, he started using "Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra".
Whiteman was called "The King of Jazz" in his time. He was one of the first to combine jazz and
orchestral stylings. He performed on his own radio program from 1932 to 1950.
Whiteman hired many of the best jazz musicians for his band, including Bix Beiderbecke, Frankie
Trumbauer, Joe Venuti, Eddie Lang, Steve Brown, Mike Pingitore, Gussie Mueller, Wilbur Hall (billed
by Whiteman as "Willie Hall"), Jack Teagarden, and Bunny Berigan. He also encouraged upcoming
African American musical talents, and initially planned on hiring black musicians, but Whiteman's
management eventually persuaded him that doing would be career suicide due to racial tension and
America's segregation of that time. However, Whiteman crossed racial lines behind-the-scenes, hiring
black arrangers like Fletcher Henderson and engaging in mutually-beneficial efforts with recording
sessions and scheduling of tours.
In late 1926 Whiteman signed three candidates for his orchestra: Bing Crosby, Al Rinker, and Harry
Barris. Whiteman billed the singing trio as The Rhythm Boys. Crosby's prominence in the Rhythm
Boys helped launch his career as one of the most successful singers of the 20th century. Paul Robeson
(1928) and Billie Holiday (1942) also recorded with the Paul Whiteman Orchestra.
Whiteman had 28 number one records during the 1920s and 32 during his career. At the height of his
popularity, eight out of the top ten sheet music sales slots were by the Paul Whiteman Orchestra.
Whiteman died at the age of 77 in Doylestown, Pennsylvania.
_________________
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Best Wishes - Donald Novis 1936

Donald Novis
Born: Mar. 3, 1906
Died: July 23, 1966.
Donald Novis was born in Hastings, East Sussex,. He was an English actor and tenor went to the
United States in the late 1920s to pursue an acting and singing career. He made his film debut as the
Country Boy in the detective film Bulldog Drummond (1929). He appeared on screen in numerous
films up through 1937, often as a singer in films like One Hour with You (1932) and This Is the Night
(1932). His appearances in films were thereafter limited. He sang on several film soundtracks and
notably recorded the Academy Award-nominated song "Love Is a Song" for the Disney animated
feature film Bambi (1942). In 1930, Novis made his Broadway debut as Hoheno in the original
production of Rudolf Friml's Luana.
He performed in only one other Broadway musical during his career, Matt Mulligan, Jr. in Richard
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart's Jumbo in 1935-1936. In 1938 he starred in a production
of Jerome Kern's Roberta at the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera. He was also highly active as a singer
with big bands and as a radio entertainer in the 1930s. He performed frequently with Anson Weeks and
his band and was often heard on the radio programme Fibber McGee and Molly. From 1932-1934 he
led his own orchestra which made several recordings for Brunswick Records.
In 1955 Novis co-created the script for the long-running “Golden Horseshoe Revue” at Disneyland’s
Frontierland with Wally Boag. The show ran continuously to 1986, and Novis himself starred in the
production from its inception until his retirement 9 years later in 1964. He died in Norwalk, California
________________

To Timmy with all the luck in the world,
Ray Noble

Ray Noble
Born: Dec. 17 1903
Died: Apr. 3 1978
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Raymond Stanley Noble was born at 1 Montpelier Terrace, Brighton Sussex. A blue plaque on the
house commemorates him. His family later moved to London and he was educated at Dulwich
College. He studied piano and arranging, and in 1926 won an arranging contest sponsored by a popular
music publication which resulted in employment with music publisher Lawrence Wright. In 1928 he
took up a position as staff arranger for Jack Payne and his BBC Dance Orchestra. Noble became
Musical Director for HMV records in 1929 leading a studio band, The New Mayfair Dance Orchestra.
This ensemble, which played quality dance music, engaged the finest available musicians and from
1930 had Al Bowlly as featured vocalist. Its records sold extremely well in America, and Noble
received an offer to appear, with his band and Al Bowlly, at the famous Rainbow Room in New
York. Not only a skilled arranger, Noble was also an astute businessman and a personable musical
director; but he will probably best be remembered as the distinguished composer of some of the 1930s
most memorable music. He wrote both lyrics and music for many songs that became popular,
contributing "Love Is The Sweetest Thing", "Cherokee", "The Touch of Your Lips", "I Hadn't Anyone
Till You" and "The Very Thought Of You" to popular culture. He co-wrote "Goodnight, Sweetheart" (a
number one hit for Guy Lombardo on U.S. charts), "Turkish Delight" and "By the Fireside". The Ray
Noble composition "You're So Desirable" was recorded by Billie Holiday and Teddy Wilson, and by
Robert Palmer in 1990.
______________

To my dear friend Timmy - Greatest of all dancers and hope to see your stay at the
Rainbow Room - Your Pal Al Bowlly

Al Bowlly
Birth: Jan. 7, 1899
Death: Apr. 17, 1941
Popular British singer born Albert Allick Bowlly in what is now Maputo in Mozambique. He was often
compared to the great Bing Crosby although Al Bowlly very much had his own style. In the early
1920's he joined the band of Edgar Adler on a tour of Rhodesia, East Africa, India, Malaya, and Java. It
was here that he left the band following a brawl with Adeler on stage. During the late 20's he worked
with the Jimmy Lequime Orchestra before joining Edgar again in Germany. He maked his first vocal
recording in July with Arthur Briggs Savoy Syncopators with "Song of the Wanderer". He later made
his first solo recording "Blue Skies" on 18th August, 1928. In July 1928 Bowlly came to London to
join Fred Elizalde, although they would disband in 1930 with Bowlly reduced to busking. Over the
next decade Bowlly went on to work with the likes of Ray Noble's New Mayfair Dance Orchestra, Roy
Fox and his Band, Lew Stone's Band, Radio City Rhythm Makers and Geraldo. The outbreak of the
Second World War curtailed most band work and in 1940 he formed "The Radio Stars with Two
Guitars" with ex-Nat Gonella singer/guitarist Jimmy Mesene. Their last date was at the Rex Theatre in
High Wycombe. After the show, Al returned to London to see his doctor as his throat had been
troubling him (he'd previously had surgery in the States). He returned to his flat in Dukes Court,
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Piccadilly as London was suffering one of its heaviest air raids. Instead of taking cover in the air raid
shelter, Al was sitting up in bed reading a cowboy book. Outside, a German bomb came silently down
and exploded in the street outside Al's window. After the "all-clear" had been signalled, the caretaker
made his rounds to see that everyone was all right. When he entered Al's apartment, he found him dead
in bed, killed outright by the blast from the bomb. Al Bowlly's work is often heard to day. He can be
heard singing "Midnight, the Stars and You" and "It's All Forgotten Now" on Stanley Kubrick's classic
"The Shining"(1980) and the title song for the BBC comedy series "Goodnight Sweetheart"
_____________

Sincerely Claude Hopkins

Claude Hopkins
Born
1903
Died: Feb 19, 1984
Claude Driskett Hopkins was an American jazz stride pianist and bandleader.
Often overlooked by historians, Claude Hopkins was a major contributor to the development of early
jazz and swing music. He was an incredibly gentle yet powerful stride pianist who could perform both
ballads and hot numbers with equal virtuosity. Hopkins also wrote and arranged many compositions of
his own and in collaboration with other artists like J.C. Johnson and Bud Freeman.
Hopkins grew up in the Washington, D.C., area and learned to play piano at age seven. He studied
music and medicine at Howard University, where he graduated with a bachelor's degree, and later
attended the Washington Conservatory. He worked with several bands while in college and formed his
own group in 1924 for an engagement in Atlantic City, after which he spent a brief period with Wilbur
Sweatman before forming another group of his own.
In September of 1925 Hopkins travelled to Europe, where he became Josephine Baker's musical
director, touring Europe with her revue. He then led his own band in Italy and Spain in 1926 before
returning to the states in the spring of that year. He worked with several groups of his own until taking
over Charlie Skeete's orchestra in 1930. Hopkins band was a regular performer at the Savoy Ballroom
in 1930, the Roseland Ballroom from 1931 to 1935, and the Cotton Club in 1935 and 1936.
Hopkins recorded often during the early and mid-1930s but was silent from 1937 to late 1939, when he
led the band on extensive tours. He entered the studio again in early 1940 for the AMMOR label.
Vocalists for the band were Orlando Roberson, who was known for hitting the high notes, and
trumpeter Ovie Alston. Standout musicians included clarinettist Ed Hall, trumpeter Jabbo Smith,
saxophonist Bobby Sands, trombonists Vic Dickenson and Fernando Arbello. In the late 1930s
Hopkins occasionally fronted the band, allowing other pianists to take his instrument.
His Theme Song was 'I Would Do Anything for You'.
In 1941 Hopkins reorganised the orchestra before disbanding it in late 1942. He led his own small
groups for the next two years and also worked at the Eastern Aircraft factory in New Jersey. In 1944
Hopkins formed a new orchestra which lasted, in one form or another, until 1947. It did not record. He
continued working with smaller groups throughout the 1940s and 1950s, appearing with Red Allen and
Herman Autrey in the late 1950s and Sol Yaged in 1960. He led his own group again from 1960 to
1966 and played with Wild Bill Davidson's Jazz Giants in the late 1960s and Roy Eldridge in 1970.
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Hopkins mostly worked as a soloist in the latter part of his life, performing and recording up through
the 1970s. Claude Hopkins passed away in New York in 1984.
______________

Best wishes From Louis 'Satchmo'
'Satchmo' Armstrong

Louis Armstrong
Born: Aug. 4, 1901
Died: July. 6, 1971
Louis 'Satchmo' Armstrong was the greatest American jazz musician. He was born and raised in the
"birthplace of jazz," New Orleans. His neighbourhood was nicknamed the "Battlefield" because of
frequent fighting between gangs. Louis's father abandoned his mother, Mayann, soon after he was born.
Louis spent the first years of his life in his grandmother's home. Eventually, he was returned to his
mother and his little sister Beatrice. When Louis turned seven, he worked before and after school
collecting used bottles and rags and delivering coal for the Karnofsky family. Louis loved all kinds of
music. While Louis rode through the streets with the Karnofskys, he could hear the music from nearby
dance halls, parties and bars. With the Karnofskys's help, he bought an old, beaten up cornet (a type of
trumpet) so he could learn how to play an instrument himself.
When Louis was in third grade, he dropped out of school and stopped working for the Karnofskys. He
spent his days roaming the streets with other boys. He led a vocal quartet on the street to get money to
help his family. In 1913, police took him to a home for troubled boys. There, Louis the talked the band
director into letting him be a member of the band.
After practicing on the bugle, Louis quickly learned the cornet. Everyone began to notice Louis's talent.
When he was 13, Louis was released from the boy's home. He spent the next few years selling
newspapers and unloading bananas from boats to earn money for his family. When Louis had free time,
he went to listen to local bands and landed a few gigs playing the blues.
A famous cornet player, Joe "King" Oliver, admired Louis's talent and enthusiasm. Oliver became a
mentor to Louis and in return Louis ran errands and did small jobs for Oliver. When Oliver left to play
in Chicago, Louis began performing on steamboats. For the next three summers, Louis played his
cornet for a strict bandleader that required him to learn how to read music and play light classical
pieces. This training helped Louis become a professional musician. On the steamboat, he got paid fifty
dollars a week to support his family-more than he had ever been able to earn working other jobs. In
1922, four years after King Oliver left, he invited Louis to perform with his band in Chicago. Louis
was delighted to play up North with such talented musicians. He played his cornet in King Oliver's
Creole Band for the next two years.
New York City was the centre of jazz. Many artists flocked there to build their careers. A famous New
York bandleader, Fletcher Henderson, heard Louis in New Orleans in 1922, and asked him to join his
band. Louis refused, but Henderson tried again in 1924, and this time Louis agreed, so he left Oliver's
band to move to New York for the first time. His innovative and energetic playing captured the New
York jazz scene. No one else could play like Louis --he could hit the highest notes effortlessly and
capture audiences with his solos. After spending one year in New York, playing with Fletcher
Henderson's band and recording with many great artists, Louis returned to Chicago. It was there that in
1926, Louis made the first recording under his own name. His band was called The Hot Five. It was
around this time that he switched from playing cornet to the trumpet.
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Once, during the recording session, he dropped his lyrics on the floor. The record producer encouraged
Louis to keep on singing without the lyrics so he sang the chorus in nonsense syllables and improvised
sound with perfect timing--otherwise known as "scat singing."
He used his voice like an instrument, a practice he learned singing in his boys quartet in New Orleans.
Louis's scat singing was recorded in his song, "Heebie Jeebies."
The unpredictable rhythms of Louis voice inspired other artists to try scat singing.
Soon it became a hot trend among jazz musicians and even non-jazz singers.
Louis became the most influential singer of the 20th century.
His records made him very famous, and when he moved back to New York in 1929, bandleaders
everywhere wanted Louis to join their orchestras. He performed on Broadway, played in movies,
recorded music, and gained international fame. Louis was an all round performer. He was a singer,
master of the trumpet, and even danced in musicals. Louis travelled the world, dedicating his life to
bringing joy to people through his music.
He died in Corona, Queens, New York City, U.S
_____________

Glen Gray Casa Loma Band

Glen Gray
Born: Jun. 7, 1900
Died: Aug. 23, 1963
Glen Gray (also known as "Spike") was born Glen Gray Knoblauch in Metamora, Illinois, U.S. He
played saxophone in a group that performed at the Casa Loma Hotel in Toronto in 1928.
The group was incorporated as a co-op in NYC in 1929 as The Casa Loma Orchestra and began
recording for Okeh. In the early 1930s, the Orchestra was one of the bands that helped pave the way for
the rise in popularity of big band swing, gaining recognition especially with the college age crowd, and
wowing audiences at Yale, Dartmouth and other Ivy League schools. It is said to have been the first
white big band with a deliberate Jazz policy. The Casa Loma Orchestra helped spread the concept of
big band jazz to a generation of young white kids who were, at that time, still largely unaware of the
great black jazz orchestras.
The Orchestra began to be billed under leader Glen Gray’s name in 1935, recording for Decca until
1942, and later for Mercury until 1946. While the early swing of Glen Gray’s Casa Lomans’ may
sound outdated today, the band’s late 1930s and early 1940s recordings like Stompin’ Around, Come
And Get It, Malady In F, Zig Zag, Swingtonic, and No Name Jive are still great listens today. Two of
the bands biggest records were ballads; For You as sung by Kenny Sargent and the group's theme
Smoke Rings. In 1940 Glen Gray was one of the winners, as a bandleader, in Down Beat's All
American Musicians Poll. Gray collaborated with the jazz musician Jean Goldkette and with
trumpeter/arranger Salvador Camarata. He gave Betty George her first job as a soloist. Ill health forced
Gray to retire from touring in 1950. In 1956, he went back into the studio to record the first of what
became a series of LPs for Capitol Records, which recreated the sounds of the big band era in stereo.

_______________
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To Timothy Palmer - All good luck on your American tour Edward G Robinson

Edward G Robinson
Born: Dec. 12, 1893
Died: Jan. 26, 1973
Born Benjamin Anselvitz, in Bucharest, Romania, Edward G Robinson was a popular film star during
Hollywood's Golden Age, he is best remembered for his roles as gangsters.
He began his acting career in 1913 and made his Broadway debut in 1915.
He made his film debut in a minor and unaccredited role in 1916. In 1923 he made his named debut as
E. G. Robinson in The Bright Shawl. One of many actors who saw his career flourish in the new sound
film era rather than falter, he made only three films prior to 1930 but left his stage career that year and
made 14 films between 1930-1932.
Robinson was popular in the 1930s and 1940s and was able to avoid many flops during a 50-year
career that included 101 films. An acclaimed performance as the gangster Caesar Enrico "Rico"
Bandello in Little Caesar (1931) led to him being typecast as a "tough guy" for much of his early career
in works such as Five Star Final (1931), Smart Money (1931; his only movie with James Cagney),
Tiger Shark (1932), Kid Galahad (1937) with Bette Davis and Humphrey Bogart, and A Slight Case of
Murder. Due to age, he could not qualify for military service during WWII.
Instead in the 1940s, Robinson demonstrated his ability to succeed in comedic and film noir roles,
including Raoul Walsh's Manpower (1941) with Marlene Dietrich and George Raft, Larceny, Inc.
(1942) with Jane Wyman and Broderick Crawford, Billy Wilder's Double Indemnity (1944) with Fred
MacMurray and Barbara Stanwyck, Fritz Lang's The Woman in the Window (1945) with Joan Bennett
and Raymond Massey, Fritz Lang's Scarlet Street (1945) with Joan Bennett and Dan Duryea, and
Orson Welles' The Stranger (1946) with Orson Welles and Loretta Young.
As a memorable tribute to his past gangster roles, he appeared for director John Huston as 'Johnny
Rocco' in Key Largo (1948). Key Largo would be the last of five films he made with Humphrey Bogart
and the only one in which Bogart didn't play a supporting role. Other memorable roles include Barton
Keyes in the film noir Double Indemnity, and as Dathan in The Ten Commandments.
Robinson was selected for an Honorary Academy Award for his U.S work in the film industry, which
was posthumously awarded two months after the actor's death in 1973 in Los Angeles, California,
He was included in the American Film Institute's list of the 25 greatest male stars in American cinema.
______________
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Very best wishes from Mr Wm Morris
Mr Wm. Morris
(Not known)
______________

Ted ??
(Not known)
______________

Sincerely George Tapps 1/24/36

George Tapps
Birth: Nov. 6, 1911
Died: Nov. 07, 1997
George Tapps was born Mortimer Alfonse Becker in Washington Heights, NY. He first performed in
public when he was 7. After studying ballet on a scholarship, he became the first dancer to publicly
pair ballet with tap and then he created his "Bolero" routine in 1937. He studied dance at Ned
Wayburn's Dance Academy. He made his Broadway debut in 1927 and is best-remembered for his
highly acclaimed performance in George M. Cohan's final Broadway musical, I'd Rather Be Right
(1937). Dancer, choreographer, and occasional actor "Georgie" Tapps spent the bulk of his career onstage and in clubs, but he also occasionally worked in feature films. In performance Tapps was
renowned for his interpretations of Ravel's "Bolero" and Chopin's "Prelude in A." As an actor, he
appeared in the film Angel in My Pocket (1968) and as a dance director choreographed for Splendor in
the Grass (1961). In more than half a century of dancing, Tapps appeared on "The Ed Sullivan Show,"
in programs with Bob Hope, Sophie Tucker and Ruby Keeler among others, and with his troupe around
the world. A one-man show of film clips and anecdotes that Tapps assembled about his life in
entertainment--"Whatever Happened to Georgie Tapps?"--had a two-week run at the Westwood
Playhouse in 1992. He was befriended by George M. Cohan and danced in several of Cohan's
Broadway shows, beginning with "I'd Rather Be Right". He died in Burbank after a stroke.
_____________
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To Timothy Palmer Kindest Regards
Ben Bernie

Ben Bernie
Birth: May 30, 1891
Death: Oct. 20, 1943
Jazz Musician, Bandleader. he began his career in vaudeville. Educated at the New York College of
Music and Columbia School of Mines, he joined his first orchestra in 1922. For the next twenty years
he toured with Maurice Chevalier, and appeared on radio and in films. His films include "Love And
Kisses" (1937), "Wake Up And Love" (1937), "Stolen Harmony" (1935), and "Shoot The Works"
(1934). He also wrote the songs "Sweet Georgia Brown," "Who's Your Little Whozis," "I Can't Believe
It's True," "Holding My Honey's Hand," "A Bowl Of Chop Suey", "Yooey," "After The Dance Was
Over," "Was Last Night The Last Night?," "Ain't That Marvellous (My Baby Loves Me)," and "Strange
Interlude."
______________

John Boles

John Boles
Birth: Oct. 28, 1895
Death: Feb. 27, 1969
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Actor. Born John Love Boles in Greenville, Texas, after serving in World War I, as an American spy in
Germany, Bulgaria and Turkey, he entered into a acting career making his film debut in "The Sixth
Commandment" (1924). A popular performer, he appeared in over 50 films to include "The Water
Hole" (1928), "Frankenstein" (1931), "Only Yesterday" (1933), "Stella Dallas" (1937), "Thousands
Cheer" (1943) and "Babes in Bagdad" (1952). He also was the first leading actor to command a
$50,000 salary for his role in "Rose of the Rancho" (1936). He died at the age of 73 in San Angelo,
Texas.
______________

To Timmy Palmer
Sincerely Wingy Mannone

Wingy Mannone
Birth: Feb. 13, 1900
Death: Jul. 9, 1982
Wingy Manonne was a New Orleans trumpet player and vocalist who lost his right arm in a streetcar
accident when he was ten years old. He wore a prosthetic arm while on stage performing and used it so
well that many never noticed his disability. He started out playing on Mississippi riverboats and with
the Original Crescent City Jazzers. The band later changed their name to the Arcadian Serenaders and
he made his recording debut with the group in 1924. He worked in a series of bands (occasionally as a
leader) all over the country, before starting his own band Joe Mannone's Harmony Kings and recording
with them in 1927. The following year Mannone played in Chicago before relocating to New York. In
1929 recorded with Benny Goodman's Boys and then moved back to Chicago and led a band called the
Cellar Boys at a club called My Cellar. His 1930 song "Tar Paper Stomp" is the basis for the riff that
would later become Glenn Miller's famous "In the Mood". In 1934 Mannone moved back to New York
and scored a hit record with "The Isle of Capri"and became a popular attraction. In 1940 Mannone
moved to Los Angeles and appeared in the Bing Crosby movie "Rhythm on the River", and appeared
regularly on Bing's radio shows. When the Crosby show ended he played in Las Vegas and decided to
move there and lived there until his death. Wingy stayed active in music and continued to lead and tour
with his bands for the rest of his life.
______________
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To Tim
All the Best Pal - Jack Dempsey 2-5-36

Jack Dempsey
Birth: June 24, 1895
Death: May 31, 1983
Jack Harrison Dempsey's family originally came from Logan County, West Virginia.
The future boxing great, William Harrison Dempsey (named after the president), was born in Manassa.
His father and older brothers were miners, and the family moved many times as they followed mining
jobs around Colorado and Utah. Harry, as the youngster was known, began working on a farm near
Steamboat Springs at the age of eight.
The Dempsey family finally settled in Provo when Harry was twelve, and he attended Lakeview
Elementary School before dropping out of the eighth grade. He worked shining shoes, picking crops,
and unloading beets at a sugar refinery for ten cents a ton. Then from 1911 to 1916 he "rode the rods"-hung below railroad freight cars--from town to town across Utah, Colorado, and Nevada, picking up
fights where he could. Peter Jackson's saloon on Commercial Street in Salt Lake City served as his
home base. Hardy Downey, a local promoter, got Harry a number of fights. In his Salt Lake City debut,
fighting as Kid Blackie, Brother Bernie Dempsey was travelling a similar circuit in Colorado, billing
himself as Jack Dempsey after a great middleweight of the late nineteenth century. In 1914 Harry
substituted for the ill Bernie in a match and for the first time became Jack Dempsey himself. Jack later
estimated that he fought 100 fights in those years, winning most, losing some, and earning very little.
He often survived on the free saloon lunch that came with the purchase of a nickel beer.
Jack finally got a break when his manager got him some quality fights in San Francisco and the East.
On July 4, 1919, Jack met that much larger champion, Jess Willard, in Toledo, Ohio.
The Salt Lake Telegram had a direct wire to Toledo, and the sports editor in Salt Lake City read the
blow-by-blow results aloud to a crowd of 5,000 in Jack's adopted home. Dempsey knocked Willard out
and went on to rule the heavyweight division until two famous losses to Gene Tunney forced his
retirement. Dempsey remained an enormously popular figure for the rest of his long life, starring in
movies (generally awful) and operating a string of restaurants. He often returned to Utah where he
bought his mother several homes.
During the 1920s Americans celebrated their material prosperity and made national heroes out of sports
figures. The greatest American sports hero was undoubtedly Babe Ruth; his closest rival was the tough
heavyweight boxer from the mining West called Jack Dempsey.
_____________
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Best always to my friend, Tim Palmer William Bakewell 7/2/36

William Bakewell
Born
May 2, 1908
Died
April 15, 1993
William Bakewell, was born and educated at Los Angeles Harvard Military School, began his film
career as an extra in the movie Fighting Blood (1924), and went on to appear in some 170 films and TV
shows. He is most remembered for playing Albert in the All Quiet on the Western Front (1930), and
Roddy, Joan Crawford's brother in Dance, Fools, Dance (1931). He also co-starred in Gold Diggers of
Broadway (1929) with Winnie Lightner and Lilyan Tashman. In 1933, he contributed to the founding
of the Screen Actors Guild and was member 44 of the original 50.
He never achieved significant status past the Depression years, although he became familiar in dozens
of films, from Gone with the Wind (1939) to the phenomenally popular Disney series, Davy Crockett
(1954-1955), in which he played Maj. Tobias Norton and a Keelboat Race Master of Ceremonies.
Bakewell starred in the Columbia Pictures serial Hop Harrigan (1946), where he played a top Air Corps
pilot.
During World War II, he served in the U.S. Army with the rank of Second Lieutenant. He was
stationed at the 73rd Evacuation Hospital and at the the Radio Section of the Special Service Division as
the Post Intelligence Officer and, also worked under the department that handled distribution of
recorded programs to overseas station circuits.
For four decades, Bakewell served on the board of Motion Picture and Television Fund. He died in
Los Angeles, California
______________
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To Tim
Best Wishes - Jock McAvoy

Jock McAvoy
Born: Nov. 20, 1908
Died : Nov. 20, 1971
Jock McAvoy was born Joseph Patrick Bamford in Rochdale, Lancashire. He was a British boxer who
fought from 1927 to 1945. He adopted the name Jock McAvoy so that his mother did not realise he was
boxing. Initially discovered, trained and managed by Joseph Tolley at Tolley's famous Rochdale
Boxing Club, reference the Rochdale thunder bolt. During his career he held the British and
Commonwealth middleweight titles. McAvoy's bid to capture the European middleweight crown was
derailed when he lost a unanimous decision to future world middleweight champion Marcel Thil of
France in Paris on January 15, 1935.
He was unlucky never to have been World Middleweight Champion, considering his performance
against Ed 'Babe' Risko. The American was champion when they fought, but as McAvoy was
considered such a dangerous opponent, Risko's handlers would only allow the two to meet in a nontitle affair. Their apprehension was fully justified when McAvoy utterly destroyed the champion,
sending him to the canvas 6 times for a first round knockout. However, McAvoy had performed too
well for his own good, and boxing politics being what they were, he was never allowed a rematch with
the title at stake.
McAvoy then decided to campaign as a light heavyweight in the United States. In November 1935 he
made his debut in America, and put together a winning streak that culminated in his obtaining a title
shot in famed Madison Square Garden in New York. On March 13, 1936 he was outpointed over 15
rounds by world champion John Henry Lewis.
After his unsuccessful bid to capture the light heavyweight crown, McAvoy returned to England, and
his next fight was for the British and British Empire heavyweight titles held by Welshman, Jack
Petersen. Petersen won the fifteen round fight on points. His most important bouts thereafter were
against Len Harvey, who outpointed him twice over 15 rounds at Harringay Arena, and future Light
Heavyweight world champion Freddie Mills, who beat him on points and forced him to retire in the rematch with an injured back.
McAvoy was a hard puncher who scored 89 Kos in his 132 wins. He lost 14 times and was held to a
draw once. McAvoy was named to the Ring Magazine's list of 100 greatest punchers of all time.
In 1951 he was stricken with polio and used a wheelchair for the rest of his life.
____________
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Best wishes from
Tony Langonen Feb - 2 - 1 936
Tony Langonen
(Unknown)
____________

To Tim
Best wishes Eddy Duchin

Eddy Duchin
Born: Apr. 1, 1909,
Died: Feb. 9, 1951,
Eddy Duchin was born in Cambridge, MA . When his mother started him at the piano, he showed "no
marked propensity" for the instrument. It was only after his routine exercises gave way to more
advanced etudes and other pieces that his interest was aroused.
At the same time, his father encouraged him to pursue a career as a pharmacist. But once young
Duchin saw that playing at weddings and dances would earn him more money, he decided in favour of
music.
On Labor Day, 1931, he debuted a band at the Central Park Casino in New York City, and became
quite popular, particularly with the society set and dilettantes.
For more than a decade afterwards, Duchin and his orchestra performed at leading hotels and other
venues across the country, including six years in the Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza in New York
City, and at the Blackstone, Palmer House, and Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago.
They also played at President Franklin D. Roosevelt's inaugural ball, in 1933.
It was reported in 1940 that Duchin's fingers were insured for $150,000.
He died of leukaemia in New York City.
____________
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Best Wishes - Vince Lopez

Vincent Lopez
Born: Dec. 30, 1895
Died: Sep. 20, 1975
Vincent Lopez was born of Portuguese immigrant parents in Brooklyn, New York and was leading
American bandleader and pianist
having his own dance band in New York City by 1917. On November 27, 1921 his band began
broadcasting on the new medium of entertainment radio; the band's weekly 90-minute show on
Newark, NJ station WJZ boosted the popularity of both himself and of radio. He became one of
America's most popular bandleaders, and would retain that status through the 1940s.
He began his radio programs by announcing "Lopez speaking!".His theme song was "Nola," Felix
Arndt's novelty ragtime piece of 1915, and Lopez became so identified with it that he occasionally
satirized it. (His 1939 movie short for Vitaphone, Vincent Lopez and his Orchestra, features the entire
band singing "Down with Nola.") Lopez worked occasionally in feature films, notably The Big
Broadcast (1932). He was also one of the very first bandleaders to work in Soundies movie musicals, in
1940. He made additional Soundies in 1944. Noted musicians who played in his band included Artie
Shaw, Xavier Cugat, Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey, Mike Mosiello and Glenn Miller. He also
featured singers Keller Sisters and Lynch, Betty Hutton and Marion Hutton. Lopez's long-time
drummer was the irreverent Mike Riley, who popularised the novelty hit "The Music Goes Round and
Round."
Lopez's flamboyant style of piano playing influenced such later musicians as Eddy Duchin and
Liberace. In 1941 Lopez's Orchestra began a residency at the Taft Hotel in Manhattan that would last
20 years. In the early 1950s, Lopez along with Gloria Parker hosted a radio program broadcast from
the Taft Hotel called Shake the Maracas in which audience members competed for small prizes by
playing maracas with the orchestra.
Vincent Lopez died in Miami Beach, Florida.
______________
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To tim from chick webb and band

Chick Webb
Birth: Feb. 10, 1909
Died: Jun. 16, 1939
Chick Webb was born William Henry Webb in Baltimore City Maryland, USA. An acclaimed African
American Jazz drummer and bandleader, "King of the Drums."
Composer of Stompin at the Savoy, A-Tisket A-Tasket, and Undecided. "Chick" Webb represented the
triumph of the human spirit in jazz and Life. Afflicted at birth with spinal tuberculosis, which left him
in poor health from his entire life, Webb was a small, hunchback of a man who possessed an
"unconquerable spirit" and an astounding musical talent. He supported himself as a newspaper boy and
saved up money to buy his first set of drums, and first played professionally in a local childrens
orchestra at age 11. In his teens Webb played in bands working on local riverboats before moving to
New York in 1925. There he performed with Edgar Dowell prior to forming his own group in 1926 and
alternated between band tours at residencies at New York City Club's such as the Black Bottom,the
Paddock Club ,the Roseland, the Cotton Club, and the Strand Roof through the late 1920's. These early
jobs were secured for him through the efforts of Duke Ellington who instantly recognized Webb's
talent. In 1931, Webb's band earned its fame and became the house band at the legendary Savoy
Ballroom in Harlem. He soon became one of the best-regarded bandleaders and drummers of the new
"Swing" style. His theme song was Let's get Together. The Savoy often featured "Battle of the Bands"
where Webb's band would compete with other top bands such as the Benny Goodman Orchestra or the
Count Basie Orchestra from oppossing bands stands. The bands would fall before the awesome power
of Chick Webbs's spectacular playing. His dynamic drumming and easily recognised compositions
arranged by Edgar Sampson earned him and his band an enthusiastic following. Stompin' at the Savoy
and Don't Be That Way were signature selections of the times. The bands popularity was unmatched
throughout the country; they toured and played regularly for national radio broadcast. Webb's leading
soloist were Johnny Hodges, Benny Carter, Louis Jordan, Taft Jordan and others. Webb soon married
and in 1935 began featuring a teenage Ella Fitzgerald as vocalist. Webb later legally adopted her and
Fitzgerald would become the bands leading attraction, sang Webb's hit recordings A-Tisket A-Tasket,
1938 and Undecided, 1939. In November of 1935, his health began to decline and from then until his
death he alternated time on the bandstand with time in hospitals. After his death, Ella Fitzgerald led the
Chick Webb Orchestra until it finally broke up in 1942. Cause of death: Spinal tuberculosis
______________
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To a real Pal Tim From Stuff Smith & his boys. Onyx clob N.Y.C.

Stuff Smith
Born: Sep. 14, 1909
Died: Sep 25, 1967
Born Hezekiah Leroy Gordon Smith, Stuff Smith was, along with Stéphane Grappelli and Joe Venuti,
one of jazz music's pre-eminent violinists of the swing era. He was born in Portsmouth, Ohio in 1909
and studied violin with his father. Smith cited Louis Armstrong as his primary influence and inspiration
to play jazz, and like Armstrong, was a vocalist as well as instrumentalist. In the 1920s he played in
Texas as a member of Alphonse Trent's band. After moving to New York he had a regular gig with his
sextet at the Onyx Club starting in 1935 and also performed with Coleman Hawkins as well as with
younger musicians such as Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie, and later, Sun Ra. After being signed to
Vocalion in 1936, he had a big hit with "I'se A Muggin'" and was billed as Stuff Smith and his Onyx
Club Boys. He recorded for Vocalion in 1936, Decca in 1937 and Varsity in 1939-1940. He is known
well for the song "If You're a Viper". Part of Smith's performance at what is considered the first
outdoor jazz festival, the 1938 Carnival of Swing on Randall's Island, turned up unexpectedly on audio
engineer William Savory’s discs, which were self-recorded off the radio at the time, then longsequestered. Some newsreel footage had survived, but no audio of the festival had been believed to
have, until the discs were acquired and studied by the National Jazz Museum in Harlem, in the person
of its executive director Loren Schoenberg, in 2010.
Smith was critical of the bebop movement, although his own style represented a transition between
swing and bebop. He is credited as being the first violinist to use electric
amplification techniques on a violin. He contributed to the song "It's Wonderful" (1938) often
performed by Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald throughout their careers. Smith moved to
Copenhagen in 1965, performed actively in Europe, and died in Munich in 1967. He is buried at
Klakring Cemetery in Jutland, Denmark.
Stuff Smith is one of the 57 jazz musicians photographed in the 1958 portrait A Great Day in Harlem.
______________

To Tim With all sorts of Best Wishes
Babe Hiller S.S.
S.S. Washington 2/12/36
Babe Hiller
(Unknown)
______________
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To Tim
Souvenir of a very pleasant crossing
Boris Karloff Dorothy S Karloff

Boris Karloff
Birth: Nov. 23, 1887
Died: Feb. 2, 1969
and Dorothy S. Karloff (nee Stein)
Boris Karloff was born William Henry Pratt in East Dulwich, London. He was a truly gentle person
who nevertheless left us a memorable legacy of screen horrors. After more than 70 unremarkable films,
he was tapped to play the "monster" in "Frankenstein" in 1931, and made the character his
imperishable own. In 1932 he was "The Mummy;" in 1935, he returned to his earlier role in "The Bride
of Frankenstein," possibly a greater movie than the original. He went on to roles in innumerable films,
plays and television programs; capped, perhaps, by his narration of "How The Grinch Stole Christmas"
in 1966. Although he played many sinister characters on screen, Karloff was known in real life as a
very kind gentleman who gave generously, especially to children's charities. Beginning in 1940,
Karloff dressed up as Father Christmas every Christmas to hand out presents to physically disabled
children in a Baltimore hospital.
Despite living and working in the United States for many years, Karloff never became a naturalised
American citizen, and he never legally changed his name to "Boris Karloff." He signed official
documents "William H. Pratt, a.k.a. Boris Karloff."
Karloff was a charter member of the Screen Actors Guild, and was especially outspoken regarding
working conditions on sets that actors were expected to deal with in the mid-1930s, some of which
were extremely hazardous. In 1931, Boris Karloff took out insurance against premature ageing that
might be caused by his fright make-up. He was married to Dorothy Stein his fourth wife from 1930 to
1946. He married six times and had one child, daughter Sara Karloff, by his fifth
wife. Boris Karloff lived out his final years in England at his cottage, 'Roundabout,' in the Hampshire
village of Bramshott. After a long battle with arthritis and emphysema, he contracted pneumonia,
succumbing to it in King Edward VII Hospital, Midhurst, Sussex.
______________

To Tim - Sincere Best Wishes
Petal Beery
Petal Beery
(Unknown)

______________
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Schuyler F Cummings - Commander
S.S. Washington Feb. 12 . 1936

Commander Schuyler F. Cummings
Born 1891
Schuyler F. Cummings was Commander of the S.S. Washington Feb 12, 1936 when he signed Timmy
Palmers' autograph book.
Schuyler F. Cummings was President of The Council of American Master Mariners 1939-1947, and
later became a Lt. Commander in the U.S.N.R.
On November 12, 1928, when the British ship SS "Vestris" ran into a severe storm on passage from
Hoboken, N.J., it began to sink. Listing heavily due to shifted cargo and coal bunkers, it would seem
from reports that water entered through a poorly sealed coal port, which eventually resulted in her total
loss. When the ship foundered, the radio operators of Captain Cummings' vessel the SS "American
Shipper" picked up two radio bearings that placed the "Vestris" in a position off Cape Henry. On
finding no sign of the vessel on arrival, Capt. Cummings made allowances for current and wind and
came apon the scene of survivors keeping afloat in lifeboats, live preservers and bits of wreckage and
managed to rescued 102 passengers & crew.
The resultant loss of the "Vestris" was of some 112 passengers and crew including her Master, Captain
William Carey.

One of the most dramatic of all shipwreck pictures, this exclusive photo was made by Fred Hanson one of
Vestris - Baltimore News
______________
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the crew of the

Bust the "Rap" Great Taboos kisses
Sincerely "Hutch"
"Hutch" 1936

Leslie A. Hutchinson
Born: Mar. 7, 1900
Died: Aug. 18, 1969
Leslie Arthur Julien Hutchinson, known as "Hutch" was born in Gouyave, Grenada. He took piano
lessons as a child. He moved to New York City in his teens, originally to take a degree in medicine as
he won a place due to his high aptitude, and began playing the piano and singing in bars. He then
joined a black band led by Henry "Broadway" Jones, who often played for white millionaires such as
the Vanderbilt's, attracting the wrath of the Ku Klux Klan. In 1924 he left America for Paris, where he
had a residency in Joe Zelli's club and became a friend and lover of Cole Porter.
He was for some time the highest paid star in Britain and was one of the biggest stars during the
twenties and thirties in the UK. "Hutch" might have been secretly bisexual and was alleged to have had
relationships with Ivor Novello, Merle Oberon, and actress Tallulah Bankhead an openly bisexual
Golden Age Hollywood actress. The rumours include affairs with Edwina Mountbatten and members
of the British Royal Family, which supposedly led to his social ostracism, and the destruction of his
professional career. Encouraged by his lover Edwina Mountbatten, he came to England in 1927 to
perform in a Rodgers and Hart musical, and soon became the darling of society and the population in
general. "Hutch" was a favourite singer of the then Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII). He was
regularly heard on air with the BBC. One of his greatest hits was "These Foolish Things". He was a
much-loved wartime entertainer.As well as being a friend of Cole Porter, he recorded several of his
songs, including "Begin the Beguine" and Porter's list song "Let's Do It (Let's Fall in Love)", to which
he supposedly made up some 70 new verses. He married Ella Byrd, a woman of African, English, and
Chinese ancestry, in 1923 or 1924 in New York City. Hutch would go on to sire six further children to
five different mothers.
Leslie Hutchinson suffered from ill health in his later years and died from pneumonia in London.
_______________
(Eight leaves on after Leslie A Hutchinson)

To Timmie - I had to come to the "Rainbow Room" to watch and enjoy the technique of the
most divinely graceful man I have ever seen - Very Cordially
Judith Ellen Doyle
Judith Ellen Doyle
(Unknown)

_______________
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